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These days one would have to be blind or deaftc#tad in the newspapers or hear on radio or watch
television, the unrelenting attack by so many comaters against the Catholic Church, going on targ

in the United States, and now more recently in \BtasEurope, for the shameful deeds of a few. One
commentator went so far as to say: “This may beetiteof the Catholic Church.” | thought to mysgbtiu
foolish man. It is not the end of the Catholic Gtiyrbut rather of Western Civilization whose flawed
leaders, by misusing words such as, freedom, cheqelity, have anesthetized the people into pelysi
accepting the removal from the Laws of the Land)adlaic and Christian values. Without these ethica
foundations, Western Civilization will collapse apekrish into barbarism. For it was the implememnth

the moral values found in God’s Commandments aaddbognition in Law of the absolute value of every
human life created by God, that made the Laws istéfa Civilization great and admired.

The late Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen 1895-1979tbai “It is a characteristic of any decaying dgakion,
that the great masses of the people are unconsuidhe tragedy. Humanity in a crisis is generally
insensitive, to the gravity of the times in whithives. Men do not want to believe their own tinaee
wicked, partly because they have no standard autdithemselves, by which to measure their tinfes. |
there is no fixed concept of justice, how shall rkeaw it is violated? Only those who live by faitkeally
know, what is happening in the world; the great seaswithout faith are unconscious of the destractiv
processes going on, because they have lost tteasithe heights from which they have fallen.”

Country after Country through the legalization bbgifacient contraceptives, abortion, euthanasiahryo
stem cell research, therapeutic cloning etc. istui®nalizing a structure of sin and death. Oiigations
such as the European Union and the United Natmmsften are becoming the problem, and not the
answer, due to certain powerful people and groups manipulate even these institutions into
implementing their worldwide culture of death agand

Thus tragically today the light of life, for fardanany innocents human beings, is going out, esjhgci
across America and Western Europe without a whirfrpen the majority. The light has been dimmed ever
so slowly, so that many without realizing it, haceelimated themselves to live in moral darknegseist

are already despairing of the hope of a new davipwhose being born into the darkness, accegs the
normal condition.

Where and to whom can the people of the World tiarfind vision and hope and light for this Worahd
its people?. The Evangelist John tells us the answibe very beginning of his Gospel, by unveiliiog us
the moment, that eternity broke into time, inte tuman condition. Saint John tells us that: Hia t
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, the Word was God. He was in the beginning
with God. All things came to be through him, andheout him nothing came to be. What came to be
through him was life, and this was the light of thanan race; the light shines in the darknesstlzend



darkness has not overcome it. Furthermore the Elshgells us, that God sent a man called Jokn th
Baptist, who was not the light but was to bear @asgto him who was the light. He was in the waaltj

the world was made through him and the World knewot. Then follows one of the saddest lines in
Scripture. He came unto his own and his own recelnm not. Since Christ the Light and His teachings
was rejected by so many in Jesus’ own life timepight not to surprise or scandalize or overwhedm u
when it happens in our lifetime that the Churclotigh whom the Risen Christ continues to bring Hght
to the World; that the Church and her teachingdss rejected today by so many. What is the migyntzf
modern man and the environment in our societyithpedes an openness to accepting the Gospel df Life

The late great philosopher, Dietrich von Hildebrd®@9-1977, whom Pope Pius XlI called thd'20
Century, Doctor of the Church, in his bodike New Tower of Babel succinctly describes the hostile
environment that stunts or hinders the growth efttee of life in our times. For Von Hildebrand our
present age reveals a consistent anti-Christiaoegtion in every domain of life on the part of gremies
of Christianity. The present crisis is man’s attémopfree himself from his condition as a createdhb, to
deny his metaphysical situation, to disengage Himfreen all bonds with anything greater than hinfsel
Man endeavors to build a new Tower of Babel.

Von Hildebrand wrote that for modern man the twomfiarms of freeing ourselves from our condition of
creatures finds its expression in the individuaiself sufficiency as it is found in many Western
democratic countries or the collective anti-perdisima as it is represented by Communist and Satieli
countries.. Von Hildebrand laid his chief stresgtmmindividual self-sufficiency mentality sincer imany

its danger is less obvious than the vision of @eibodied in totalitarianism.

This individualistic self sufficiency is characteed by the rejection of all bonds linking us to Goul to
the moral law. The modern man who is affected Il plerversion, refuses to conform to the call diiga
to surrender, to submit to something for its owkesdor the sake of its own intrinsic nobility and
sublimity. Reverence, obedience, gratitude arenadteen to him. He does not want to abandon himself
the contrary everything becomes a means for higranp pleasure and satisfaction. He looks upon
marriage as something with which he can deal acogtd his arbitrary mood and not a holy bond,
something sublime that he is compelled to respéetcontracts marriages and gets divorces as he
exchanges one glove for another. Instead of sediitdyen a gift from God, he himself wants to detere
their number by birth control. On the one handbekeves himself entitled to shorten the lives thfeos
and his own by euthanasia, when they seem to hitonger worth while; on the other hand, he wisltes t
become forgetful of death.

Further, he no longer wants to admit the existeridbat factor in our life as creatures, whichfien
called ‘chance’ and which a Christian calls Previce. He himself wants to determine everything; he
seeks to replace the rhythm of a truly human lifiga wts constant dependence upon factors that waata
ourselves control-the element of surprise, of algktowed upon us, of bliss and trial-with a human
insurance against all the unforeseen and unforbkeekements.

He no longer approaches beauty in nature and Hrtrewerence, as something reflecting a higherdvorl
above him. He does not want to be raised abovedhintg emerge from his own accustomed atmosphere,
but he wants beauty to be drawn into his realma®run and entertainment. He wants to be himkelf t
source of all authority in community life. His is fonger the conception of democracy, which proside
that the individual shall be free, to determineshrecture and the laws of community life accordinghe
objective norms of right and wrong, in which freedconsists in the fact that one is called to cerae in
finding what is objectively right. His concept cdrdocracy means that the majority arbitrarily desioat

is right and wrong, that the arbitrary will of thglividual is the very source of right and wrongplacing

the objective norm.



And yet in spite of this mentality of the modernmes expressed by the philosopher von Hildebraed,
must be witness to the truths of the Gospel in@easd out of season, not forgetting that theeegsace
that goes with the truth that does not go withligheThere is actually a twofold grace, one givenhe one
who speaks the truth and a grace is given to theehethe listener to accept the truth. And so wstrbe
faithful, confident ambassadors of the truth. Ahid mission of proclaiming the truth, the livindu@ch of
Christ continues to do so, remaining perpetuablyng, enduring from age to age even though civibns
come and go.

As a living organization then, the Church keepgfaiming the truth and responding to the errorsaxth
age. The Holy Spirit continues to proclaim the tightruth especially through the successor of iPate
the other Apostles. Living through these years wlageculture of death has taken such deep roots, the
Church has had to respond to each error as theftdesath grew and spread its branches. That isiwhy
our times the Church has promulgated not one, i@ettlifferent documents, written by three différen
Popes with the worlfitae, of Life included in each of its titlesjumanae Vitae, Donum Vitae and
Evangdium Vitae. In July 1968 Pope Paul VI Humanae Vitae, of Human Life, was responding to the
culture of death’s attack on the Family as Godé&ation and the process of procreation as God ietéitd
In February 1987, Pope Benedict XVI, then knowiCasdinal Ratzinger iDonum Vitae, the Gift of Life,
was responding to the culture of death’s attackfenn the womb from conception unto birth. Andge
John Paul Il irEvangelium Vitae, the Gospel of Life, was declaring the sacredness of life from the womb to
the tomb, against the attack on life after birtfotlgh euthanasia.

This week we have been blessed to hear speakespéiaker, provide for us a comprehensive
understanding of the teachings and vision of ther€h on the sacredness of life, from conception to
natural death. This is important since Christ curs His work today through us whom he calls and
challenges to be the Light of the World. It is oesponsibility to make the Vision known and readi
even in our times. Our job, our privilege themat only to learn the Gospel of Life and to livenitour
own personal lives but to proclaim to the Worldlarkness. We must all become in some way active
members in the pro-life movement in our own Cowstri

| believe most knowledgeable people would reaalgsee that the pro-life movement in the Unitedetat
is very much alive and strong, thirty-seven ye#ier ahe infamous January 21973 U.S. Supreme Court
Decision Roe vs. Wade. No small reason for thiglityt was the work of a Bishop, actually a Cardjnal
who from 1973 until his death in 1983, was the @han of the Bishop’s Committee for Pro-Life
Activities in the United States. He was largelyp@ssible for setting up the United States Pasteliah for
Pro-Life Activities to work for and to defend theost defenseless members of society. The Plan viagol
an educational, pastoral care and public policyndgeAll during those ten years, unknown to most
people, the Cardinal himself was engaged in aqued struggle with cancer until Oct! 6983, the day
the God of Life took the Cardinal of Life, home. as simply referred to as the beloved Terencei@ard
Cooke, 1921 — 1978 and was considered by many, lesfere he died, as a gentle living saint.

For Respect Life Month, which in America was desigul as October, Cardinal Cooke wrote a pastoral
letter, which was to be read in all the Catholizi@hes on Sunday Oct"@973. Indeed it was read, but
three days after the Cardinal’s own death on Oct6tie In closing | would like to share with younse
moving wise thoughts expressed by that saintly @atdin his final letter to pro-lifers and to @éoples of
good will.

The Cardinal said: “From the depths of my beingrde you to reject this anti-life, anti-child, ahtiman
view of life and to oppose with all your strengtie tdeadly technologies of life destruction whickiyda
result in the planned death of the innocent andhételess. Together we must search for the ways to
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demonstrate this conviction in our daily lives am@ur public institutions. In doing so, we mustvaebe
discouraged or give up. Too much is at stake, gifteof life’ itself.

The ‘gift of life,” God’s special gift, is no lesgeautiful when it is accompanied by illness or wesss,
hunger or poverty, mental or physical handicapsglioess or old age. Indeed, at these times, htifiean
gains extra splendor as it requires our specia, @mcern and reverence. It is in and throughiekest
of human vessels that the Lord continues to retneapower of His love.

At this grace-filled time in my life, as | exper@msuffering in union with Jesus, Our Lord and Redler, |
offer gratitude to Almighty God for giving me the@mortunity to continue my apostolate on behalfifef Ii
thank each of you, my sisters and brothers in ttehdiocese of New York and throughout our nation, f
what you have done and will do on behalf of hunifn May we never yield to indifference or claim
helplessness, when innocent human life is thredtengzhen human rights are denied.”

With you, | entrust our efforts to the care of Qady who, from the moment of her Immaculate
Conception to the present, has been the refughdgooorest and most forgotten among God’s pedjpie.
Cardinal concluded his pastoral letter by sayidday God bless you always and give you His peace.”

Today we all know that for seventy years the Comistarleaders especially, in the Eastern European
Countries, tried to impose on the peoples in tlrosmtries, the cross of atheism, namely the creatur
without the creator and the subordination of trdvidual to the State, as Savior. The Communist
experiment failed because millions of peoples werteindifferent or not whelmed by a sense of
helplessness but rather practiced heroic martyrolopassive resistance in rejecting the lie, that th
creature does not need the Creator and fallen hitywdoes not needs a true Redeemer. Indeed fallen
humanity needs a Redeemer, and the RedeemertisenBtate, but is a Person, Jesus Christ, Who is
forever the Life and Light of the World. Here iretiiVest and around the world the Helpers also,neNer
accept the culture of death as the normal conddéimhtogether with all those working for life, wilever
stop working for a New Dawn.

Finally may I conclude my own remarks by repeatmgach of you the Cardinal’s final admonition: “\a
we never yield to indifference or claim helplesswfen innocent human life is threatened or whenamu
rights are denied.” And in this relentless batfieestoring or maintaining a true humanism, a §tfan
humanism, may God bless each of you, always arelygiu His peace. Amen.



